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In response to the Office Action mailed June 8, 2006, the Examiner has 
detennined that claims 1-199, as originally filed, are subject to a restriction requirement 
pursuant to 35 U.S.C. §121. The Examiner has required restriction to one of the 
following inventions - Group I: Claims 1-110 and 178-186 drawn to a method for 
producing hydrogen, classified in Class 423, subclass 648.1; Group II: Claims 112-177 
and 188-194 drawn to a composition as classified in Class 423, subclass 644; and 
Group III: drawn to a power device as classified in Class 429, subclass 19. 



RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



Sir: 



Applicants elect to prosecute the claims of Group I (Claims 1-110 and 178-186) 
drawn to methods of producing hydrogen with traverse of the restriction requirement. 

The Examiner indicated that Claims 111 and 187 link the inventions identified as 
Groups I, II, and III. Applicants respectfully submit that the subject matter of various 
dependent claims in Groups I and II recite similar limitations, albeit being directed to 
methods and compositions. For example, Claims 4 and 112, 5 and 113, 6 and 114, 7 
and 117, 8 and 118, 10 and 119, 11 and 120, 12 and 121, 13 and 122, 14 and 123, and 
15 and 124, among others, recite similar limitations. As such, Applicants respectfully 
submit that restriction between the claims drawn to Groups I and II is not necessary, as 
the examination will not impose an undue burden on the Examiner due to the similarity 
of the method and composition claims. Accordingly, Applicants request reconsideration 
of the restriction requirement. 

The Office Action further states that the restriction requirement shall be 
withdrawn if the linking claims are allowed and the claims that depend therefrom will be 
rejoined and fully examined for patentability. In the case of the allowance of the linking 
Claims 111 and 187, Applicants submit that consideration of the dependent claims will 
be permitted, in essence, similar to an election of species requirement rather than a 
traditional restriction requirement. Additionally, the right is hereby reserved to file 
further continuation and/or divisional patent applications for this subject matter and 
Applicants are not, in any manner, waiving or abandoning any rights to this subject 
matter. 
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